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pression on the Porte in a more direct manner. Knowing
that Austria would not, if she could help it, leave him in
the tranquil enjoyment of the provinces he had wrested
from her, he hastened to make common cause with Aus-
tria'fe hereditary enemy. In 1744 a Prussian emissary
appeared at Constantinople to negotiate a treaty of
friendship with the Porte; and twenty year's afterwards
he returned with the title of Minister.

Frederick's policy towards Turkey was naturally
guided by his own relations with Turkey's neighbours.
To preserve the balance of power, constantly disturbed
by Austria's and Russia's aggrandizement at the Sultan's
expense, was his main motive; and, perceiving that war
nowadays meant for the Ottoman Empire loss of terri-
tory, he did all that in him lay to preserve peace in the
East. In 1768 his representative at the Porte strove as
hard as the English Ambassador to save its infatuated
inmates from themselves ; but, as we have seen, without
success. After failing to avert the conflagration, Freder-
ick addressed himself to the task of localizing it. All the
resources of his diplomacy were employed in urging
Vienna to keep still and Petersburg to stop before Vienna's
jealousy led to complications that might drag him also
into the zone of fire. By 1770 the Turks had learned
from cruel experience the value of Frederick's counsels
and implored him to undertake, with Austria, the part
of mediator between themselves and the terrible Cathe-
rine. Austria was only too ready to assist Frederick in
his attempts to arrest the Russian advance south; but
Russia would not be arrested in the midst of her victories,
until events obliged her; and then the King of Prussia
did what he could to secure for his friend the Sultan the
easiest terms possible in the circumstances.
The service which Prussia rendered to the Sultan in